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of all was the opportunity of instruction and dis-
cipline which Mr. Webster gained by repeated
contests with such a man. The strong qualities of
Mr. Webster's mind rapidly developed by constant
practice and under such influences. He showed
more and more in every case his wonderful in-
stinct for seizing on the very heart of a question,
and for extricating the essential points from the
midst of confused details and clashing arguments.
He displayed, too, more strongly every day his
capacity for close, logical reasoning and for telling
retort, backed by a passion and energy none the
less effective from being but slowly called into
activity. In a word, the unequalled power of stat-
ing facts or principles, which was the predomi-
1 '|j" |                   nant quality of Mr. Webster's genius, grew stead-

<j   |,'   ,                   ily with a vigorous vitality while his eloquence

developed in a similar striking fashion. Much of
this growth and improvement was due to the sharp
competition and bright example of Mr. Mason.
But the best lesson that Mr. Webster learned from
his wary yet daring antagonist was in regard to
style. When he saw Mr. Mason go close to the
jury box, and in a plain style and conversational
manner, force conviction upon his hearers, and
carry off verdict after verdict, Mr. Webster felt
as he had never done before the defects of his
own modes of expression. His florid phrases
looked rather mean, insincere, and tasteless, be-
sides being weak and ineffective. From that time